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as yet unknown, and at his time it is altogether probable
that only this one was practicable. All things considered,
the Chevelu Pass comes nearest the description of Polybius;
and even to-day the people tell you that there is no road (by
which they mean none over which they care to take you)
across this range between the Chevelu Pass and the Grande
Chartreuse, that is, the first one above cited.

When Hannibal reached the foot of the mountain he found
that the AUobrogcs from beyond the Mt. du Chat, notified
perhaps by those in the Insula who had sided against Bran-
cus, had occupied the pass he intended to use. He camped,
and sent out his Gallic guides as spies, to ascertain the exact



The Cliovoln Pass.

situation. These came back with the information that the
barbarians held the pass in force only in the daytime, but
retired to their village, on the farther side of the pass, to
spend the night. This was a common custom among the bar-
barians. Operations at night were looked on as impossible.
But Hannibal was not of like mind. He ordered many camp-irs cut in the
